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THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, 
AND FOREVER 


GREAT comfort for every Christian is to keep in mind the unchange- 
ableness of God. From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God,” says 


the Psalmist, and in the prophet Malachi we read, "I am the Lord, I 
change not.” In the difficulties, bewilderments and temptations of life caused 
by the world, the flesh and the devil, it is good for the soul to have such a 
| secure anchorage as the unchangeable power of God. He is always the same. 


When we reflect on all that this means, we derive additional comfort from 
the fact that His love is as great as His power. In Jeremiah 31:3 we read: 
"I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore, with loving kindness 
| bave I drawn thee;” and in Isaiah 43:2, “When thou passest through the 
| waters, 1 will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shall not be burned, neither 
| shall the flame kindle upon thee.” And the Lord said in Deuteronomy 31:6, 
| “Be strong, and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the 

Lord thy God doth go before thee; He will not fail thee nor forsake thee.” 


In these times of trial we have the promises in Lamentations: “The Lord 
| is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. Though He 
cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the multitude of His 
mercies. For He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 


Therefore: “Let us lift up our hearts with our hands unto God in the 
heavens.” 








SCHOOL AND CHURCH 


MAY good arguments can be 

marshalled against the teaching 
of religion in the public schools. One 
of the best is that the home and the 
church, not the public schools, must 
assume the responsibility of inculca- 
ting religious and moral teachings in 
the country’s youth and thus save 
America from moral disintegration 
and utter secularization. For religion 
rightfully belongs in the home and the 
church. In our public schools it is a 
divisive element. Statistics undeniably 
prove that Roman Catholic children 
are not saved from moral delinquency 
by having their religious catechism 
mixed with mathematics in their pa- 
rochial schools. The school cannot sub- 
stitute for the teaching of proper re- 
ligious conduct if this is not taught 
in the home and church. 


Further proof of this was clearly 
stated by Dr. J. J. Dawson, secretary 
of the Joint Baptist Conference on 
Public Relations, last December 7 at 
a meeting in Washington, D. C. He 
pointed to Germany as an example of 
a country where the teaching of sec- 
tarian religion in the public schools 
has been compulsory for centuries. 
There is no need to answer his ques- 
tion whether this has been beneficial 
for either church or state. The follow- 
ing excerpt from Dr. Dawson's ad- 
dress is worth recording: 


“We believe that God ordained the home 
and the church to supply religious in- 
struction and that it is a serious error to 
depend on the public schools for such. 
For centuries sectarian religion has been 
obligatory in Germany, with three to five 
classes a week for all children of all 
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grades: Protestant children under Prote 
tant teachers, Catholic children d 
Catholic teachers, and Jewish childs 
under Jewish teachers. Has it worked ¢ 
either for the good of the church 
state? The answer, of course, is no. 








“Democratic America, pledged to sepe 
ration of church and state, must have 
revival of interest in the home and churd 
as religious agencies and in the publi 
schools as moral agencies for social traip 
ing and national unity.” 


--O-- 
NEW VATICAN CONSPIRACY 


Nees ITEMS out of Moscow ma 

be taken with a grain of salt these 
days. But worth mentioning, even for 
the sake of the record, is an AP dis 
patch from there last December 24 
because it had its origin in Brussels 
Belgium. Even if only partially true, 
it is of vital significance, for it details 
a plan of the Vatican that would have 
far-reaching consequences on the fu 
ture fate of all of Europe. The plan 
would set in motion, in France and 
Italy, a new kind of revolution, & 
tablish in those countries so-called 
“concentration governments” ruled 
in Italy, by De Gasperi’s Catholic po 
litical group and, in France, by that of 
General de Gaulle. It would be tants 
mount to the setting up of a neo-Fas 
cist Catholic bloc which, in liaison 
with Franco’s Spain and Salazar 
Portugal, would put Western Europe 
again in the hands of the old reaction 
ary clique that supported Mussoliai 
and Pétain. 
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“Vatican circles,” the dispatch i 
the N. Y. Times of December 25 
ports, “have in mind a plan of stalt 
revolution aimed at creating in Italy# 
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Si so-called concentration government 
participated in by all right-wing 
groups headed by the Christian Dem- 
ocratic party. 

“French Catholic circles,” the re- 
port continues, ‘‘on instructions from 
the Vatican, are preparing a similar 
upheaval designed at putting General 
de Gaulle in power. Agents of de 
Gaulle established contacts with Ital- 
ian reactionaries. The reactionaries 
seek to provoke democratic parties in- 
to stepping aside and then they will 
outlaw them for ‘instigating disobed- 
ience to authority and starting re- 
volts.” ”” 


It is further stated that the Vatican 
is building up “secret military dumps 
in monasteries and schools” from sup- 
plies of American military equipment 
left over after the departure of the 
U.S. Army of occupation. 


It is an axiom that history repeats 
itself, but on a different level. If so, 
it would seem from the above report 
that we are soon to see a repetition on 
another level of Mussolini’s “march 
on Rome.” It was a combination of the 


same forces mentioned above that ° 


hoisted Mussolini to power in 1922 to 
stop the spread of Communism in It- 
ily. With the forces of Communism 
much stronger there in 1948, it will 
take a more drastic ‘putsch’ to stop 
them this time than Mussolini’s ‘Punch 
and-Judy’ show in 1922. 


“But this man [Christ], because he con- 
timeth ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. Wherefore he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come to God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tetcession for them.” Heb. 7:24, 25 
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REPORT OF FIELD WORK 


IELD EXTENSION work, under 

the direction of Rev. William E. 
Burke, Field Representative of Christ's 
Mission, has been steadily increasing. 
In recent months, Mr. Burke has filled 
120 speaking engagements in churches 
of various denominations, and person- 
ally has visited over 400 Protestant 
ministers, acquainting them with the 
work of Christ’s Mission and assisting 
them with problems concerning the 
Roman Catholic Church, which his ten 
years’ experience as a priest in the dio- 
cese of Scranton, Pa. has enabled him 
to do. In addition to this, Mr. Burke 
has successfully organized Christ’s 
Mission Conferences in Philadelphia 
(see p. 37 of our issue for February, 
1948) and New York, and is plan- 
ning several such conferences in the 
near future in eastern cities. 


Further expansion of our field work 
is a result of the many engagements 
our editor, Dr. Leo H. Lehmann, has 
been able to fill in addition to his mul- 
tiple duties. A tour of the Northwest 
(see p. 314 of our issue for December, 
1947) and a series of meetings in 
Southern California at the Torrey 
Memorial Bible Conference of the Bi- 
ble Institute of Los Angeles have been 
the highlights of his fall and winter 
schedule. 


Christ’s Mission, ordained to this 
unique ministry, realizes its responsi- 
bility to God and to America. It is — 
pleased to remind its readers that Mr. 
Burke is available for counsel and 
speaking engagements to church as- 
semblies, Bible conferences and minis- 
terial groups in the Eastern area. 
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VOICE OF ‘AMERICA’ 


E REFERRED in a recent issue 

to the Jesuit radio station at 
Fordham University in New York. 
Because it is sponsored by the Jesuit 
magazine, America, it has been adver- 
tised as “The Voice of America.” 


One of our readers wrote to Presi- 
dent Truman protesting this, and re- 
ceived a reply from the Department of 
State signed by Kenneth D. Fry, Chief 
of the International Broadcasting Di- 
vision, who stated in effect that the 
Jesuit radio station had only a very 
limited range and, therefore, could 
not be confused with the United States 
government's official radio station, 
“Voice of America.” And he added 
the following: 


“The use of the phrase ‘Voice of 
America’ by this station is the business 
of that station and not of the Depart- 
ment of State.” 


The Jesuits have monopolized the 
name of Jesus, call their principal 
magazine America, and now want 
people to call their radio station the 
“Voice of America.” By these means 
they hope gradually to have Ameri- 
cans identify them with the highest 
attributes of God and with the official 
institutions of the State. 


Meanwhile the Department of State 
in Washington says it is none of their 
business. 


BOOKS - BIBLES - NOVELTIES 


Welcome visitors, where customer gets best for 
less in Books, Bibles and Scripture Novelties. 
Gifts for all ages and seasons. Write for free 
catalog. 


TABERNACLE BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
608 So. 15th St. Phone2728 WACO, TEXAS 
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HINDSIGHT 


owe is an intriguing l¢ 
ter in the London Catholic Tabla 
of last November 1, from Russel Hill 
Magdalen College, Oxford: 

“Dear Sir: 

I have a notion you are wrong in sa 
ing last week that Prince Djem repr 
sented the Ottoman Empire at the Cour 
of (Pope) Innocent VIII from 1484 & 
1489. Undoubtedly the Prince was is 
Rome . . . and the Ottoman Empire, ip 
the person of the Djem’s brother, th 
Sultan, was very anxious to get him 
back dead or alive. He was the rivl 
claimant to whatever Sultans sat on. The 
Sultan offered a considerable sum to the 
Pope, either to send Djem back or finish 
him off in Rome. 


I forget to whom he was sold in th 
end—either to the King of France, 
the King of Spain, I believe.” 


_ Fumble Costly 
to Holy Spirit 


Atlantic City, Nov. 1—A _ seconé 
period fumble by Holy Spirit‘High 
Schoel proved costly when Allen- 
town Catholic High School recov- 
ered on the three-yard line and & 


touchdown followed Dita the In, 


NEWSPAPER HEADLINE 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH'S Af 
TEMPTS TO IDENTIFY ITSELF WIT 
THE HIGHEST ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
COMMIT SACRILEGE AND PIQU 
OHRISTIAN SENSITIVITY. 
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THE POPE’S ‘HOLY YEAR’ 


ae ANS are being made at the Vati- 
can to proclaim 1950 a ‘holy year,’ 
beginning in 1949. But Pope Pius XII 
is afraid that if Italy continues in its 
present turbulent state, these plans 
may have to be abandoned. 


What especially worries the Vati- 
can, according to a special dispatch in 
the N. Y. Times from Rome last De- 
cember 17, is the loss of revenue this 
would entail. A holy year is a source 
of exceptional revenue for Rome and, 
to a lesser extent, for all Italy, from 
the influx of hundreds of thousands of 
visitors,” the dispatch says. It estim- 
ates that the number of such visitors 
“will average 3,000 a day, or more 
than a million for the year.” 


Martin Luther started the Pro- 
testant Reformation by challenging 
Rome’s traffic in indulgences, and 
since then direct payments in cash for 
pardons and indulgences havenot been 
demanded by the Catholic Church. 
But by proclaiming ‘holy years’ (every 
quarter of a century), the Vatican fills 
its coffers by an indirect method. One 
of the strange (and very practical) 
provisions in a proclamation of a ‘holy 
year’ is the decree that indulgences in 
ill parts of the world outside Rome 
ate suspended, and, at the same time 
specially attractive indulgences and ex- 
dusive pardons are offered to all who 
come to Rome. Rome, as it were, ‘‘cor- 
ners the market’’ on indulgences for 
the year, so that visitors and revenue 
by the million will be forced Rome- 
ward. Not only the Vatican and its 
churches in Rome, but tourist compan- 
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ies and commercial firms gather huge 
profits. Really big money is made by 
the sale of rosary beads, medals, scap- 
ulars, etc., which are specially blessed 
in Rome and shipped by the carload to 
all parts of the world. 


"O foolish Galatians,’ says Paul, 
“who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth” (Gal. 3:1). 
“How turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye de- 
sire again to be in bondage? Ye ob- 
serve days, and months, and times, and 


years. . .” (Gal. 4:9,10). 


we~ MIXED MARRIAGES 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


New—Enlarged—Revised Pamphlet 
with Contracts and Latest Facts 


Price 25¢ a copy (5 for $1.00) 


AGORA PUBLISHING COMPANY 
120 Liberty Street, 
New York 6, N.Y. 


“For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for 
all.” I Tim. 2:5 


RENEWALS 


PROMPTNESS in renewing your 
subscription will save us much la- 
bor and expense. We will greatly 
appreciate it if you renew immedi- 
ately on receipt of our ADVANCE 
NOTICE OF RENEWAL, which is 
sent you a month before your sub- 
scription is due to expire. 
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YOUR EDITOR IN LOS ANGELES 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


Los Angeles, Cal., Jan. 26 (by air mail): 


I HAVE just concluded a successful series of meetings here as part of the 13th Annuj 

Torrey Memorial Conference held at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. I was given 
the opportunity of presenting our message, not only in the great auditorium of the Churd 
of the Open Door at the Institute itself in Los Angeles, but also in the seven other outlying 
communities of Pasadena, Hollywood, Long Beach, Santa Ana, San Gabriel, Pomona and 
Compton. In these places and at the Institute itself, I addressed large gatherings a total 
of 17 times from January 18 to 25. 


Associated with me in all these places were the following outstanding Christian preachen 
and Bible teachers: Walter L. Wilson, president of Kansas City Bible College and M.D, 
John Linton, Scotch preacher and lecturer, Vance Havner, well-known author and preacher, 
Dan Gilbert, Christian news correspondent and author, H. H. Savage, pastor in Pontiar, 


BIBLE INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES AND CHURCH OF THE OPEN DOOR 
Here, in the huge auditorium of the Church of the Open Door, your editor addressed 
two great rallies each attended by crowded gatherings of nearly 4,000 peoplt 
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Michigan, author and noted Bible conference leader, Chas. L. Feinberg, of the faculty of 
Dallas Theological Seminary, and Roy L. Brown, nationally known Bible teacher and chart 
lecturer. In all, more than one hundred meetings were addressed by these speakers and 
myself in Los Angeles and vicinity. 


As usual, intense interest was expressed in the special messages I was able to bring about 
our work at Christ’s Mission, as well as in the peculiarly effective method—which is the 
special privilege given to a converted priest—of presenting the Gospel message of com- 
plete salvation by the finished work of Christ against the background of the errors of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


On each of the two Sundays alone—January 18 and 25—close to 4,000 people crowded 
the huge auditorium of the Church of the Open Door in Los Angeles itself to hear me. 
In addition, on two mornings during the week, the entire student body of the Institute, 
to the number of 1,000, eagerly followed my presentations of the Gospel message. 


I have been greatly edified by the marvellous work for Christ being carried on here in 
Southern California by the Bible Institute of Los Angeles under the vigorous direction of 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot, president of the Institute, and his staff of consecrated workers. Situ- 
ated in the very heart of this beautiful city of Los Angeles, this Institute, with its thousand 
earnest students, its hundreds of missionaries all over the world, its continuous radio 
broadcasts and untiring labors for the Lord, is a veritable beacon light reaching in all 
directions far and wide along the Pacific coast. 


In the eyes of the world, Los Angeles has been glamorized chiefly as the home of Holly- 
wood movie stars and made famous for its beautiful climate. But the Bible Institute of 


Los Angeles proves that it is also an active center for the proclamation of the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


lam grateful that this great Christian institution has afforded me the opportunity this 
past week of making known to so many in the Pacific coast area the humble efforts of our 
@averted priests affiliated with Christ’s Mission in New York to share in the bold mani- 
festation of that same glorious Gospel. 


¢ 
ny 


, Order Now — Your Copy of: 


BOUND VOLUME OF ‘THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE’ FOR 1947 
A Volume of Lasting Information — Handsomely Bound and Indexed 
PRICE $3.75 


@e Also—A LIMITED NUMBER OF THE BOUND VOLUME 
FOR 1946 STILL AVAILABLE — PRICE $2.50 


From: 
AGORA PUBLISHING CO., 120 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK 6, N. Y. 
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THE PROBLEM OF MIXED MARRIAGES 


HE TWO burning questions of 

immediate, vital interest in the 
field of Catholic-Protestant relations 
today are: 1) The Catholic Church 
and the Public Schools, and 2) The 
Problem of Mixed Marriages. Little 
of constructive value toward a satis- 
factory solution of these two vital 
questions has yet been forthcoming 
from the Protestant side. 

Because such problems are thrust 
upon Protestants by Roman Catholic 
aggression, they are at a disadvantage 
in seeking a solution of them. Of 
course, there would be no such prob- 
lems at all in either of these two vital 
institutions of American life—educa- 
tion and marriage —if the Roman 
Catholic Church would not interfere 
with them. 

It has truly been said that “Protes- 
tants will never wake up till they are 
blown up.” In like manner, America 
was forced into the war in self-defense 
only after its outposts at Pearl Harbor 
and the Philippines were’blown up by 
the enemy. Protestants are thus always 
called upon to defend their institutions 
after they have been attacked and their 
very existence threatened by sabotage 
of the Roman Catholic forces. 

There is scarcely need to mention 
the importance of safeguarding the 
American system of public school edu- 
cation from the determined efforts of 
the Roman Catholic forces to under- 
mine it and eventually take it over to 
fit it into their own scheme of things. 
How this is being done and how far 
their plans have already been put into 
operation may be seen from L. H. Leh- 


mann’s new and potent pamphlet, 
"The Catholic Church and the Publi 
Schools.” This pamphlet is in great 
demand and if distributed in suffi 
cient numbers throughout the county 
should be effective in awakening eve 
rybody to the seriousness of the situa 
tion. 

Fortunately, Protestants have the 
support of all non-Catholic groups ia 
fighting the Catholic Church’s attack 
on our public schools. But they have 
to fight almost alone in finding a solu 
tion to the mixed marriage problem 
And yet, the problem of mixed marti 
ages is as important for all non-Cath 
olic groups as the preservation of our 
public school system of education. For, 
by means of Catholic interference in 
marriage, not only the faith, but also 
the fortunes of non-Catholic Amett 
cans are being lost to the Catholic 
Church. 

Most alarming is the recent decision 
of a judge of the N. Y. State Supreme 
Court upholding, for the first time 
the enforceability of mixed marriage 
contracts as drawn up by the Roman 
Catholic Church. This is something 
that has long been feared, although 
most of those concerned about it wert 
sure that no court of American law 
would dare go so far as to order the 
enforcement of these outrageous com 
tracts which must be signed before 
mixed marriage can take place in 
Catholic Church. 

Herewith is a photographic copy of 
the news item from the N. Y. Geneva 
Times of last November 5, telling of 
this precedent-shattering decision of 
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COURT HOLDS MIXED MARRIAGE CONTRACTS ENFORCEABLE 


m 


— 


UAE AY 
NBA UA 
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new ruling in a separation 
case, said to be unique in this 
state, has been made by Justice 
Nathan D. Lapham of Geneva, 
referee of the N. Y. Supreme 
court. The Geneva jurist ruled 
in a case last summer that “a re- 
ligious contract entered into at 
beet teat) ae) ae We cha gu cly 
Cr ea 

This ruling was made in deny- 
ing a wife’s plea for separation 
from her husband. It affects the 
religion of children since an 
agreement relating to the relig- 
fous training of children is an 
“enforceable contract which in it- 
self should be upheld” remains on 
the Statute books of the higher 
court, . 

While the Domestic Relations 
Law provides that contracts made 
between . persons contemplating 
Marriage remain in force aftel 
jNarriage, an agreement on re 
ligion, as an enforceable. lega 
contract, has had no legal prec 
dent before in this state 

In the case in question the 
mother of two small children had 
agreed to bring them up in the 
Roman Catholic faith. She her- 


; ga 
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convert to that 

Later, during the war- 
absence of her husband the 
woman was Satd to have dropped 
all semblance of her promised 
agreement. She brought action 
for separate maintenance and 
asked that the children’s father 
be denied the right to any of their 
time, the record showed. 

Justice Lapham ruled that 
mone of the causes cited for the 
Separation were sound enough to 
Warrant separation under the law. 
Go he denied this wife the separ- 
‘ation. He instructed that the fa- 
Rher of the children had a legal 
t to three hours of:time with 
etme hae | When each 
Goliad reached ti age of aK 
ee the father might, afterz cyte 

ication of court authority, place 
E. child in a parochia school 
pena t the mother’s hor e 
1. While it is Os 
‘ Bustain parental 
jof-a child’s 


have been 
om 
catl 


bee 
gub from a court of 
éort, it was pointed out, 
Legal opinion is that this deci- 
gion has erystallized the fact thet 
arriage can be considered a civ- 
i contract as distinguished from 
@ religious one. 
The names of the litigants in 
re case have been withheld. 
ince the rendering of this deci- 
gion “a 
them was made, 


Self became a 
faith. 
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The above ruling of Justice Nathan D. Lapham of the Supreme Court of New York is 
the first of its kind and may have far-reaching effects, 


It insists that ‘‘a religious contract entered into at marriage is a legally enforceable 


one,” and holds a mixed marriage agreement to be “‘an enforceable contract which in 
itself should be upheld.” 


This case did not involve the validity of the marriage already contracted on this 
, Since the Protestant mother and Catholic father had already separated. The rul- 
ing is therefore confined to the matter of sending the children to a parochial school. 
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Supreme Court Justice Lapham. He 
decreed that “a religious contract en- 
tered into at marriage is a legally en- 
forceable one . . . which in itself 
should be upheld.” 

Thus the children of this Protestant 
mother will be forced by law to be 
brought up Roman Catholics. Implied 
also in this decision is endorsement of 
the provision that the marriage itself 
is tendered invalid if the conditions 
contained in the contracts are not car- 
ried out. 

It seems incredible that a court of 
American law would uphold such ini- 
quitous contracts that involve the sign- 
ing away of the rights of unborn chil- 
dren. If it is impossible for an Ameri- 
can citizen to sign away his own con- 
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stitutional rights, how could he sign 
away the constitutional rights of his 
unborn children ? 

It is imperative that this decision 
of Judge Lapham be protested and 
fought even up to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

Available now is L. H. Lehmann’s 
newly revised and enlarged pamphlet 
entitled, Mixed Marriages in the Cath 
olic Church (25c). It contains all the 
facts, the contracts, the above decision 
of Judge Lapham, and up-to-date in 
formation concerning this very vexing 
problem of mixed marriages. It also 
outlines a practical plan of campaign 
for Protestants to counteract Roman 
Catholic aggression in this vital mat. 
ter. 


They Need Christ Even More Than Calories 


Speaking to our General Secretary, Rev. Victor Buksbazen, during his recent 
visit to Europe, a Christian minister, who works in Berlin among the 80,000 sorely 
tried and stricken Jewish Christians and non-Ayrans of Germany, had this to say: 

“Our people are in need of more food if they are not to perish from hunger, and 
yet even more than calories, they need Christ to give them faith and hope.” 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., is 
laboring among the disinherited, uprooted, and displaced Jewish remnant in 
Europe, as well as in every part of the world. Thousands of parcels of food and 
clothing are sent to the needy to alleviate their distress. 

Our missionaries and representatives in Poland, Germany, France, Belgium, 
England, North Africa, Palestine, and the United States, witness to them concern- 
ing Christ, bringing faith and new hope and comfort into their wrecked lives. 


$10.00 will supply a family of four with essential food to keep them from 


starving for one week. 


$50.00 will make possible a Christian testimony among these people for a 


month. 


Will you help them in the hour of their great affliction for His sake? 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
728-G Witherspoon Building, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


President 
JOSEPH M. STEELE 


Treasurer 


Dr. JOSEPH T. BRITAN 


General Secretary 
REV. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 


Treasurer for Canada: Rev. P. 8. Dospson, M.A., D.D., Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, ISRAEL MY GLORY, sent to all 
contributors and also on request 
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‘LADY HAW-HAW’ FREED 


= used Jane Anderson from 
Georgia, ardent Catholic and 
pro-fascist, as his ‘Lady Haw-Haw’ 
to broadcast treasonable propaganda 
against the United States after we went 
to war against Nazi Germany. She was 
violently pro-Franco during the Span- 
ish civil war when she served as a 
newspaper correspondent in Spain. 
She was a friend of Monsignor Fulton 
J. Sheen and he hailed her as “one of 
the living martyrs” of history. The 
Catholic Digest described her as “the 
world’s greatest woman orator in the 
fight against communism.” 

When she left the United States on 
July 17, 1939, the Philadelphia Record 
reported that she was setting out, with 
the approval of Pope Pius XII, Car- 
dinal Dougherty, and of Franco him- 
self, to tour “New Spain.” She wound 
up in a Nazi radio station in Berlin 
where she broadcast in favor of Na- 
zism until April, 1942. She was intro- 
duced by the Berlin announcer as a 
“famous Catholic orator.” 


Indicted for treason by a grand jury 
in Washington, D. C., on July 26, 
1943, Jane Anderson went into hiding 
after the defeat of Hitler, and having 
been hunted for two years by the 
American Military authorities, was fin- 
ally captured in Innsbruck in Austria 
on April 2, 1947. 


Now comes the surprising news that 
this Hitler propagandist was freed, 
last December 9, by a military court 
in Vienna from the indictment charg- 
ing her with treason against the United 
States, about which there was never a 
shadow of doubt. Who pulled the 
wites behind the scenes to bring this 
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about was not mentioned in the news- 
paper reports, but can easily be imag- 
ined. 

~~ 


ANOTHER ROMAN PRIEST 
BECOMES EPISCOPAL 
MINISTER 


BOUT THREE YEARS AGO, 

Reverend Father Antonio Ochoa 
Sierra attached to the Archdiocese of 
the Republic of Panama and working 
among the natives in the interior made 
his intentions of severing his connec- 
tions with Rome known to the Right 
Reverend Heber Gooden, Bishop of 


. the Episcopal Church in Panama, and 


the Canal Zone. When the break was 
consummated, Father Ochoa Sierra 
went to the United States where he 
spent three years in a seminary. He re- 
cently returned to Panama, and on 
October 7 of last year, he was formal- 
ly received into the Episcopal Church 
by Bishop Gooden. 

At the ceremony, Father Ochoa was 
presented by the Reverend Raymond 
T. Ferris, dean of the Cathedral of 
St. Luke, and Archdeacon J. H. Town- 
send of Barranquilla, Colombia. The 
ceremony was conducted in Spanish, 
the language of Father Ochoa. 

The new convert from the Roman 
Catholic Church will labor in Colom- 
bia, the land of his birth. He preached 
at St. Paul’s Church recently, where 
the service was conducted by Archdea- 
con A. F. Nightengale, who is directly 
responsible for this interesting conver- 
sion as both he and Father Ochoa had 
many talks before interviewing Bishop 
Gooden. 

Our best wishes are extended to 
Father Ochoa in his new found faith. 
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THE GREAT BETRAYAL* 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


[ This is the second of a series of articles under the general title: “The Catholit 
Church in the Struggle for Power.” It tells how the true Christian message of 
salvation came to be discarded by the Church of Rome in order to build up and 
sustain its position of power in the secular world.] 


Bereegran NEWMAN came per- 

haps the nearest of any one to 
explaining how the Roman Catholic 
Church has so completely betrayed the 
message of the Christian Gospel in or- 
der to gain worldly power. I think he 
was endeavoring to be as charitable as 
possible when he attributed this great 
betrayal to actual possession of the 
Church of Rome by an evil spirit. In 
his book, The Development of Chris- 
tian Doctrine, (p. 6), he says: 


“The spirit of old Rome has risen 
again in its former place, and has evi- 
denced its identity by its works. It has 
possessed the Church there planted, as 
an evil spirit might seize the demoniacs 
of primitive times, and makes her speak 
words which are not her own. In the 
corrupt papal system we have the very 
cruelty, the craft and the ambition of the 
Roman Republic; its cruelty in its un- 
sparing sacrifice of the happiness and 
virtue of individuals to a phantom of 
public expediency, in its forced celibacy 
within, and its persecutions without; its 
craft in its falsehoods, its deceitful deeds 
and lying wonders; and its grasping am- 
bition in the very structure of its polity, 
in its assumption of universal dominion: 
old Rome is still alive; nowhere have its 
eagles lighted, but it still claims the 


*Copyright, 1948, by L. H. LEHMANN 


sovereignty under another pretence. The 
Roman church I will not blame, but pity 
—she is, as I have said, spell-bound, a 
if by an evil spirit; she is in thraldom.” 
He masterfully enumerates the per 
versions that have resulted from this 
demoniacal possession very concisely 
as follows: 
“She virtually substitutes an external 
ritual for moral obedience, penance for 
penitence, confession for sorrow, profes 
sion for faith, the lips for the heart.” 


THE INEXTRICABLE DILEMMA 


In the first article of this series las 
month, it was shown that this betrayal 
is the logical and necessary conse 
quence of the Catholic Church’s reach 
after world power. It places the entire 
hierarchical organization of the Ro 
man Catholic Church in an inextri¢ 
able dilemma, the only possible escape 
from which would be the complete re 
nunciation of its entire structure of re 
ligious and political control, and the 
bold proclamation of Jesus Christ as 
full and perfect Saviour. Both of these 
cannot possibly exist together at the 
same time in the same organization 
To exercise dominion over the world 
is to serve Satan and to help his plas 
to frustrate the work of Calvary. “All 
these (the kingdoms of the world and 
the glory thereof) will I give thee; 
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the devil himself urged even on Jesus 
Christ, “tf falling down thou wilt 
adore me.” 


Christ spurned Satan’s tempting of- 
fer. The popes of Rome accepted it 
and, as proof of their acceptance of 
dominion over all the kingdoms of 
the world, flaunt to this day a triple 
crown that makes them “The Father 
of princes and kings, Ruler of the 
world and the Vicar of Jesus Christ.”* 


The Christian message of salvation 
is unique among religious systems. It 
radically differs from that of all others 
in the fact that those who truly preach 
it, at once lose all power and influence 
in worldly affairs, and those who dis- 
tort and destroy it (under the guise 
of Christian teachers) gain great pow- 
et and influence in the secular world. 
The first concern of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, therefore, is to make sure 
that it must never preach complete 
salvation by Christ's one sacrifice on 
Calvary. This must be accomplished, 
of course, under the pretense of fol- 
lowing Christ and preaching in his 
name. It is obvious that if the Church 
of Rome preached salvation full and 
free by grace through faith in Christ’s 
all saving work, it would destroy its 
sovereignty over the three kingdoms 
enumerated above and which are sym- 
bolized by the pope’s three crowns. 


So essential is this denial of free 
and complete salvation by Christ’s one 
atoning sacrifice, that the Roman Cath- 
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anathematizes (curses) anyone who 
dares to say that sinners are complete- 
ly justified by grace and by faith with- 
out the works commanded by the 
Church. In other words, it condemns 
to hell for eternity all who profess to 
believe that they are completely saved 
by Christ alone and consequently can 


go to heaven immediately after they 
die. 


POPE PIUS XII WEARING HIS BE- 
JEWELED TIARA SYMBOLIZING HIS 
CLAIM TO BE “THE FATHER OF 
PRINCES AND KINGS, RULER OF THE 
WORLD AND VICAR OF JESUS 
CHRIST.” 


dlic Church in its most solemn dog- 
matic decrees of the Council of Trent, 


'These are the official titles given to a pope 
when the tiara is placed on his head at the 
Coronation service. See official Catholic Almanac. 
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HOW IT BEGAN 


The sin of man, and the complete 
corruption of human nature that fol- 
lowed, made a Saviour necessary if 
mankind was ever to be saved from its 
lost status. Such a Saviour was actually 
promised by God in the very act of 
condemning our first parents and their 
posterity to sorrow and death as a re- 
sult of their sin. (Gen. 3:15.) The act 
of saving, however, could only be ac- 
complished by one equal to God and, 
as it turned out, by one who also pos- 
sessed the nature of sinful man. He 
alone could save in the true sense of 
saving, that is, completely and to the 
uttermost. 


It is very important to keep in mind, 
first, last and all the time, that this 
concept of being saved is a ‘whole’ 
concept, that there can be no mere 
half-measure to it. It is a contradic- 
tion in terms to say that anyone can 
be half-saved or that sin can be just 
partially forgiven. For reasons that 
will be explained later, the words 
‘saved’ and ‘salvation, when applied 
to religion, have been so corrupted by 
human use that they have become 
twisted and distorted out of their real 
meaning. This has happened because 
the concept of sin, and salvation from 
it, has always been exploited for pow- 
er purposes by religious leaders from 
the beginning of history.* Applied in 
the material sense, no one has. any 


21 do not here intend to condemn all religions 
before Christ as intrinsically evil. Many taught 
the most exalted principles of ethical conduct and 
belief. They also served as “shadows” or types of 
the true religion to come, as Hebrews 10:1 tells 
us. The evil in them derived from the fact that 
they lent themselves to exploitation for power 
purposes because, being on the hyman level, they 
could not offer to mankind true salvation and 
liberation. 
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doubt about the meaning of being 
saved, for example, from drowning or 
other mortal danger. In such cases a 
person is said to be either saved or 
not saved—either made completely 
safe on dry land, or left in his los 
drowning state. 


But religious systems, until the com. 
ing of Christ, could not possibly offer 
salvation in this complete sense, be 
cause their ‘saviours’ belonged only on 
the human level. They thus used the 
word salvation in a restricted sense, or 
made vague promises of full salvation 
in the distant future, usually after al- 
most endless repeated lives of suffer 
ing and expiation after this life on 
earth. For this same reason they were 
also forced to teach that their half 
measure of salvation had to be worked 
out by human means—in this and 
other lives—by the suffering of sin 
ners themselves or by propitiatory sac 
rifices offered for them by priesthoods 
The word salvation, or being saved, 
was thus completely distorted and 
twisted out of its true meaning and ip 
time came to be accepted in common 
speech as denoting either its actual op 
posite of remaining lost, or, at best, 
state in which sinners are placed in oF 
der to be saved eventually. 


SAVED—OR JUST FIT TO BE SAVED! 


Chapter ten of the Epistle to th 
Hebrews tells us this story as simply 
and clearly as ever it could be told. I 
explains very logically, how all th 
sacrifices of priests in all the religion 
before Christ “could never take’ awa 
sin,’ could “never make the comet 
thereunto perfect,” that the best tha 
can be said of them is that they wet 
“shadows” of the one sacrifice of 
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Christ that could alone completely 
save and take away sin and even the 
remembrance of it. The proof given 
for this simple categorical explanation 
is unassailable: ‘For then would they 
not have ceased to be offered? because 
that the worshippers once purged 
should have had no more conscience 
of sins.” (Heb. 10:2.) In other words, 
the efforts of priesthoods of men on 
the human level in all the religions be- 
fore Christ not only did not save from 
sin, but actually were proof that men 
still remained unsaved. The sacrifices 
those priests offered were, in fact, re- 
minders that they had no power to 
save and that sinners went to the grave 
still in their sins. 




































Then comes the amazing contrast: 


“But this man, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 


on the right hand of God: . . . For 









- by one offering he hath perfected for 
aves ever them that are sanctified.” (Heb. 





10:12, 14.) 





Nothing could be more simple, log- 
ical and stupendous. Salvation was no 
longer a pretense, and sacrifice no 
longer a reminder that sins were not 
forgiven. Power over men’s souls was 
switched from man to God. No longer 
could a man’s unsaved state be made 
the excuse of tyrants, in Church and 
state, to lord it over him. Priesthoods 
and their useless sacrifices were abol- 
ished. No repetition even of Christ's 
one and all-sufficient sacrifice was nec- 
essary, for it “perfected forever” those 
thus sanctified. 




















Here is the very core and center of 
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‘PRIESTCRAFT’ 


The very inability of pre-Christian 
priesthoods to save and thus have done 
with offering sacrifices, engendered 
immense power in their religious sys- 
tems—in the one system especially 
which usually obtained a monopoly 
over others in a particular country or 
civilization. It set up a system of pow- 
er that came to be known as “priest- 
craft.” There was no greater power 
in any other institution of life, and 
therefore the rulers in politics and 
business eagerly sought to form a 
‘combine’ with the hierarchy of the 
paramount, religion in order to secure 
and sustain the power they possessed 
on their own political and business 
level. What may seem paradoxical is 
the amazing fact that it was precisely 
the teaching of the priests that salva- 
tion (in its true sense) was not possi- 
ble through their ministrations that 
gave them the tremendous power they 
possessed over the people. It was 
enough that the hope and promise of 
eventual salvation existed in the hearts 
of all men, and which was traceable 
back to God’s promise to our first par- 
ents of a Saviour, who would one day 
crush the serpent’s head. 


The power of the priests came from 
the fact that this was not yet possible. 
Only when it became a fact could 
priestcraft come to an end. It should 
not be surprising that the priests, who 
possessed power because of the un- 
saved state of mankind, would be the 
last people in the world who would 
want complete salvation to become a 
fact. For then they would lose their 
power because men would be liber- 
ated. 
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It was the duty of the priests to tell 
their people that in the meantime God 
had to be appeased in some way, and 
that the best and only way was through 
their priestly sacrifices and ministra- 
tions. The rituals and dogmatic beliefs 
of the paramount religion had to be 
fostered and safeguarded against the 
slightest desecration or doubt. The 
* people were taught to believe that 
their priests were specially appointed 
by God as His sole earthly agents for 
this purpose, and for these services 
the priests demanded, and were grate- 
fully given, a high price in money and 
a reverence that closely resembled the 
honor and worship due to God him- 
self. Such power, and the wealth and 


EGYPTIAN PRIESTS OFFERING 
SACRIFICE. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


CARDINAL DOUGHERTY OFFERING 
THE “SACRIFICE OF THE MASS” I§ 


| 


Tees RERRERS 


HIS CATHEDRAL IN PHILADELPHI § j 


honor that went with it, was eagerly 
sought after, diligently cultivated and 
above all, securely consolidated by 
every possible means. Any attempt to 
undermine it was severely punished, 
both by terrible curses that were be 
lieved to incur the direct wrath of 
God, and also by physical punishment 
and even death. 

By this means mankind was secure 
ly fixed in its lost condition—by the 
very institution of religion that was 
supposed to redeem from it. Priest 
craft was actually made the instrument 
for keeping sinners without assurane 
of salvation. Its sacrifices were cot 
stant and forceful reminders that mea 
must go down into death and the grave 
still stained by sin and with the sutt 
prospect of continued suffering for sia 
throughout endless cycles of eternity. 
The means employed to sustain this 
hierarchical power was the dogmatic 
teaching 1) that the services of priests 
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were essential to offer appeasing sacri- 
fices every day or at stated times; 2) 
that salvation was impossible after one 
life on this earth; 3) that continuation 
of these sacrifices was necessary for 
the dead who must go on suffering and 
i expiating for their sins in other lives. 










The power of the priests was great- 
ly enhanced by these beliefs. Their 
is control was extended, not only over 
the living, but also over the countless 
dead. Enormous revenue flowed into 
their coffers as a result. 











“A NEW AND LIVING WAY” 





Christianity brought an entirely new 
element into religion. For the first time 
it was boldly proclaimed that man 
could be saved, not partially on a 
promise, not by the ministrations of a 
priest, not at the whim of men, but by 
one who was able “‘to save to the utter- 
most all those who come unto God 
through Him.” “For by one offering 
be hath perfected forever them that 
we sanctified.” (Heb. 10:14.) 


All other sacrifices were abolished 
forever by this one sacrifice. Even this 
one sacrifice, because by it sinners are 
"perfected forever,’ could never be 
repeated. Repetition of sacrifices, as 
Heb. 10:3 logically proves, is necessary 
when and because such sacrifices do 
not take away sin and their repetition 
is thus proof of this. Furthermore, 
since Christ's sacrifice took away sin 
completely, “‘once for all,” and “for- 
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heart in full assurance of faith.” (Heb. 
10:19, 20, 22.) 

This new and revolutionary teach- 
ing about salvation completely re- 
versed the position of those who un- 
dertook to preach it, compared to that 
of the teachers of the old way of sal- 
vation in all religions that went before 
it. Power in the old religions resided 
in the teachers. In Christianity this 
was completely reversed: the dynam- 
ism is in the message. No priest or 
preacher of true Christianity can de- 
rive power from it for himself or for 
his group, and preach it in its fullness 
and purity at the same time. For it so 
happens that the power in the Chris- 
tian message of salvation, if properly 
taught and applied, liberates the sin- 
ner from the power of men and priest- 
hoods. It saves him from his sins, 
makes him a son of God and thus su- 
perior to all human priests in religious 
matters, and the equal of kings and 
rulers in civil and political matters. 
“And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign 
on the earth.” (Rev. 5:10.) 


HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH GOT 
THAT WAY 


Satan’s dominion over men, which 
first became his when he frustrated 
God’s handiwork in the Garden of 
Eden, would have been completely de- 
stroyed had the preaching and minis- 
tration of the true Christian message 
been continued in the Roman world. 
But Satan was determined to frustrate 
also the work of Christ on Calvary as 
he had frustrated God's work on man 
in the beginning. He tempted the lead- 
ers of the Christian Church in Rome 
by offering them the realization of the 
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_ as 


vision of worldly power that Christ on 
the high mountain had _ scornfully 

spurned. “All these will I give you if 

you will serve my plan,” was his prop- 
osition. 

Always, when man is tempted to co- 
operate with the devil, adequate argu- 
ment is ready at hand to satisfy his 
clouded intelligence to prove that what 
he wants to do cannot be wrong since 
it is for a good cause. Did not Christ 
command his apostles to “‘go into all 
the world and preach this Gospel to 
every creature?”’ To convert the whole 
world to Christ would it not be neces- 
sary first to gain control of the whole 
world? At that time, the Roman Em- 
pire had united the entire known world 
under its dominion. Its legions kept 
law and order from Spain to the bor- 
ders of India, from Mesopotamia to 
the British Isles. Its network of roads 
made it possible for its couriers to car- 
ry messages from Rome to Britain in 
five days—a speed never improved 
upon till the 18th Century—, and the 
Latin language was spoken almost 
universally throughout this vast em- 
pire of the Caesars. To unite with this 
great empire and use its facilities to 
carry the Christian teaching into the 
whole world seemed providential, as 
well as expedient, to the Christian 
leaders of that time. 

Besides, this great framework of 
world empire was cracking up. Its 
morals had degenerated, its discipline 
was rapidly disintegrating. It needed 
a new cement to bind it together, a 
new spirit to revitalize and reinvigor- 
ate it. To the rulers of the tottering 
pagan empire of the Caesars, as well 
as to leaders of the Christian Church 


in Rome, it seemed most opportune 
to use the cement of the Christian Gog 
pel to bind the empire together, o 
the one hand, and, on. the other, g 
heaven-sent opportunity to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. 

To accomplish this a few minor a¢ 
justments, of course, would be neces 
sary—and beneficial—in the dis¢ 
pline, the ministrations and the meth 
od of preaching the Christian Gospd 
message. The efficient Roman law 
code could be used to regulate the te 
lationship between the two great in 
stitutions. The pagan religion of Rome 
would disappear, but the titles, offices, 
gtades of hierarchical control and 
methods of administration of the old 
politics and religion could with profit 
be grafted on to the Christian Church 
in the new arrangement. All these 
would greatly aid in the efficient hand 
ling of the Church’s world-wide mis 
sionary endeavor. For if Christianity 
must, by the command of Christ Him 
self, become a world-wide religion, it 
would have to have a center of world 
government. It would have to become 
one great world corporation with 4 
Supreme Pontiff at its head in Rome 
Outside of this great corporation no 
one could be saved. Peter would have 
to shake hands with Caesar—even 
though, as history would afterwards 
prove, from that handclasp would flow 
rivers of human blood. 

Soon the rulers of the Christian 
Church, dressed in their borrowed pur 
ple trappings, took the place of the 
rulers of the old Raman Empire and 
imposed their will and dogmas upon 


.the people with the same harsh vie 
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lence of imprisonment, torture and 
death. For of supreme importance was 
the preservation of the undisputed 
leadership of the entire Church by its 
arial heads in Rome. They could 
brook no rivals. Their laws, rituals, 
and theological decrees had to have 
the dogmatic sanction of Almighty 
God. Anyone who differed from or 
doubted their doctrinal decrees had to 
be liquidated. There could be only one 
church in one world. 


The Christian Church thus became 
a totalitarian ecclesiastical state, os- 
tensibly to propagate the Gospel of 
Christ, in reality to serve the end of 
Satan. In place of individual spiritual 
regeneration it produced: static doc- 
trinal regimentation. Ritualism took 
the place of repentance, law the place 
of faith. Workman, in his monumen- 
tal work, Christian Thought to the 


Reformation, says:* 
























“In its conception, the individual, as in- 
dividual, has no place. His salvation is 
conditioned from first to last by his be- 
longing to a corporation, in whose prin- 
ciples and functions he shares (accord- 
ing to certain conditions laid down) and 
by whose sacramental life (also accord- 
ing to certain conditions) his soul is 
nourished. Through this corporation 
alone is he brought into touch with his 
Saviour; outside this corporation his soul 
is lost.” 
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Satan in reality became the head of 
this world corporation under the name 
of the Christian Church, because, in 
order to remain as constituted, it could 
not afford to preach the finished work 
of Christ on Calvary. Cardinal New- 
man was thus accurate as well as char- 
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in Ency. of Religion, vol. XI, p. 706. 
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itable when he concluded that the 
blame for the betrayal of the Christian 
message of salvation by the Church of 
Rome could only be attributed to its 
possession by the devil. 


SIN AS A WEAPON OF POWER 


In order to sustain its structure of 
power the Roman Catholic Church has 
been forced not only to destroy the 
true Christian message of salvation, 
but also to twist sin, and pardon for 
sin, to suit its interests. It cannot make 
it too difficult, on the one hand, for 
people to sin, otherwise its member- 
ship would decline. It further divides 
and multiplies sins, and adds other 
categories of sins of its own. The more 
sins people can commit the more work 
for its priests, the more need for their 
ministrations and, consequently, the 
more power that accrues to the priest- 
hood as a whole. On the other hand, 
it must see to it that convenient rea- 
sons be supplied to make it easy for 
priests to forgive sins. For here again 
many would withdraw from its mem- 
bership if forgiveness of sins were 
made too difficult. 


Summarizing, the power of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, as now consti- 
tuted, is sustained by the following 
ways: 

1. By obliging its people to believe 
that it is impossible to get to heaven 
immediately after they die. 


2. By making it comparatively dif- 
ficult, on the other hand, for most 
people to be lost forever in hell. 


3. By obliging its members to be- 
lieve (under threat of eternal damna- 
tion) that they will have to spend an 
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indeterminate length of time after 
death in an in-between place of suffer- 
ing to expiate for sins only partially 
forgiven. 

4. By making it easy for its people 
to commit sins, on the one hand, and 
easy to obtain pardon of them (only 
partially however) by confession to a 
priest, on the other. 

The strategy behind these four main 
props of Catholic Church power is ob- 
vious. For if it were taught that com- 
plete justification is had by grace 
through faith in the finished work 
of Christ—which is the true Gospel 
teaching—then the priests of the 
Church would have no need to offer 
sacrifice daily for the sins of the living 
and the dead. 


ws 


“YE SHUT UP THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AGAINST MEN; FOR YE NEITHER @ 
IN YOURSELVES, NEITHER SUFFER YE THEM THAT ARE ENTERING TO oT z 
, —Matt. 23: 





If, again, it were taught that ma} Ca 
can be so completely justified that theirs p< 
go to heaven immediately after the} cath 
die, there would be no need for priest} ¢roy 
to forgive them their sins in confes} yhic 
sion, to administer the last rites to thefishe 
dying, to keep up a thriving busines joo , 
in novenas, shrines, statues, rosanfir ob 
beads, medals, scapulars and other def ouls 
votional paraphernalia which abound§ <<, 
in Catholic churches. Nor would ther 
be need for Mary and a calendar of 
saints as intercessors for sinners. Above 
all, purgatory would be eliminated - 
Without purgatory, control would b .. 
lost of the countless billions of dead—4'?* 
and with it would also be lost the huge 
revenue that comes from the offering 
of masses for these countless dead. 
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af Calvary, preached in the fullness of 
fits power by the priests of the Roman 
9 Catholic Church, would definitely de- 
Sb}stroy the grandiose structure of power 
@ivhich the Church of Rome has estab- 
lef ished over the souls of men. It would 
SSH ilso destroy its political power, which 
ijfit obtains by trading its power over 
def ouls with political and business inter- 
nd ests. 

By denying complete salvation after 
death, the Roman Catholic Church 
«tually “shuts up heaven against 
nen.” (Matt. 23:13.) It says that only 
aspecially favored few “saints” —1500 
il told to date—are in heaven for 
sure. This amounts to less than one a 
yeat since Jesus Christ died on Cal- 
vaty! On the other hand, it makes it 
dificult for many to be lost eternally 
in hell, and lost also, therefore, to the 
Church. (In Rome as a student I was 
told that there were only two people 
for sure in hell: Judas, who betrayed 
Christ, and Martin Luther, who betray- 
td Christ’s Church.) The power of the 
Gtholic Church is centered in purga- 
tory where, Catholics must believe, 
the vast majority of sinners must spend 
am almost limitless time at the mercy 
of priests on earth. For it is taught 
that these “poor souls” cannot help 
themselves, nor can God help them. 
They must be helped by the propitia- 
tory offerings of the priests on earth 
and other suffrages which alone can 
assuage their excruciating pains. 


oR? | Tea aRr 


It is thus easy to understand how 
wch religious teaching becomes a tre- 
mendous weapon of power in the 
hands of a highly organized ecclesias- 
tial system. Nor can anyone fail to 
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understand how such a system of re- 
ligion completely frustrates the fin- 
ished work of Christ on Calvary. 


This will be more fully explained 
in the next and subsequent articles of 
this series. 


~~ 


‘PROTESTANTS AND OTHER 
AMERICANS UNITED’ 


BECAUSE OF its importance, we 

quote the following from the New 
York Times of last January 12 about 
the formation and objectives of a new 
Protestant organization entitled Pro- 
testants and Other Americans United: 


A new organization, Protestant in 
name and inviting the support of the 
Protestant churches and other religious 
and non-religious bodies, proclaimed 
its appearance on the national scene 
today with a manifesto urging reaffir- 
mation of the American principle of 
separation of church and state. 


Calling itself Protestants and Other 
Americans United for the Separation of 
Church and State, the group declared 
that the Roman Catholic Church was 
seeking to “fracture the constitutional 
principle at one point after another” 
in a long-range campaign to “secure 
total support for its extensive system 
of parochial schools from the public 
treasury.” 


It alleged further that the Roman 
Catholic Church had made “ominous 
progress in its strategy of winning for 
itself a position of special privilege in 
relations to the state” through estab- 
lishment of what it called an “‘ambas- 
sadorship” to the Pope. 
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Contending that religious freedom 
in the United States sprang from the 
separation of church and state, Prot- 
estants and Others United demanded 
in its manifesto that free transporta- 
tion, lunches, textbooks and other aids 
to sectarian education be abrogated 
and that the Presidential representa- 
tion at the Vatican be discontinued. 


The Protestant group said ‘‘a pow- 
erful church” flourished under the re- 
ligious liberty provided by our form 
of government but was “committed 
to a policy plainly subversive of reli- 
gious liberty as guaranteed by the 
Constitution.” 


“Already, the Legislatures of cer- 
tain states, yielding to the political 
pressure of this church, have enacted 
legislation empowering local school 


boards to grant these special privil- 


eges,” the manifesto said. ‘The Fed- 
eral Supreme Court in two decisions 
has confirmed state legislation which 
sanctions the use of public school 
funds to provide free textbooks for pa- 
rochial schools (1930), and to trans- 
port pupils to such schools (1947). 


“On a bolder and more ambitious 
scale, this same church now demands 
aid for its schools from the Federal 
Government. A proposed Federal 
grant of several hundred million dol- 
lars annually in aid of public educa- 
tion, especially in those states whose 
economic resources are insufficient to 
provide adequate education for their 
children, has been before Congress 
for many years. 


“Action on this proposal has been 
held up by the pressure of this church 
which demands that its parochial 
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schools shall share with the publig), 


schools in any such Federal approp 
ation in an amount proportional 
the number of pupils in each scho 
system. 


“Thus far, Congress has withstog 
this demand. But two bills have beg 
introduced in that body, one of whie 
completely yields to the church’s ma 
imum demand, while the other pm 
vides that the funds may be distributed 
by each state in accordance with itj 
own statutes. 


“The latter, the so-called Taft bil 
(S. 472), is a disguised evasion of the 


issue. It plays directly into the polig ! 


of the church which has already # 
cured legislation in eighteen state 


permitting financial aid to parochiafi 


schools in one form or another, and it 
effect invites the states to violate th 
mandate of the First Amendment. Th 
effect of its passage by Congress would 
encourage and facilitate the churchs 
campaign in these states to widen the 
initial legislation already enacted ia 
its favor, and to secure similar and 
even more advanced legislation in all 
other states. 


“Protestants and Other Americats 
United respectfully demands that Cor 
gress shall not by such an evasion ab 
dicate its responsibility to defend the 
Constitution, regardless of political 
pressure on the part of any sectariat 
interests which would thus subvet 
i 

The following program of immed: 
ate objectives was set forth: 


“1. To enlighten and mobilize pub 
lic opinion in support of religious lib 
erty as this monumental principle 


SBEBRESEBERAE .- 
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iiifemocracy has been embodied and im- 


plemented in the Constitution by the 


aration of church and state. 


“2. To resist every attempt by law 
of the administration of law further 
to widen the breach in the wall of 


“iieparation of church and state. 


“3. To demand the immediate dis- 
gntinuance of the ambassadorship to 


aathe Papal head of the Roman Catholic 


bil 


“4. To work for the repeal of any 
lw now on the statute books of any 


the tate which sanctions the granting of 


ig 
se 


aid to church schools from the public 
school treasury. 


“5. To invoke the aid of the courts 
in maintaining the integrity of the 


in} constitution with respect to the separ- 


BRESS8 EB 


g 


— e 


ation of church and state, wherever 
and in whatever form the issue arises, 
and, specifically, to strive by appro- 
priate constitutional means to secure 
areconsideration of the two decisions 
of the Supreme Court upholding the 
we of Tax funds (a) for providing 
the pupils of parochial schools with 
fee text books, and (b) for the 
tansportation of pupils to parochial 
schools. 


"6. To call out and unite all patri- 
otic citizens in a concerted effort to 
prevent the passage of any law by Con- 
gress which allots to church schools 
ay portion of a Federal appropria- 
tion for education, or which explicitly 
orimplicitly permits the states to make 
wch allotment of Federal funds. This 
purpose in no wise prejudices pro or 
@n the propriety of a Federal grant 
maid of public education. 


"7. To give all possible aid to the 
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citizens of any community or state who 
are seeking to protect their public 
schools from sectarian domination, or 
resisting any other assault upon the 
principle of separation of church and 
state. 


“8. In seeking these objectives we 
are determined to pursue a course that 
cannot be justly characterized as anti- 
Catholic, or as motivated by anti-Cath- 
olic animus. As Protestants, we can 
be called anti-Catholic only in the 
sense in which every Roman Catholic 
is anti-Protestant. Profound differ- 
ences separate us in the area of reli- 
gious faith, but these differences have 
no relevancy in the pursuit of our ob- 
jectives as clearly defined in this mani- 
festo. Theissue of separationof church 
and state has arisen in the political 
area and we propose to meet it there.” 


Those signing the manifesto, are all 
well known in Protestant affairs but 
the document made it plain that Jews 
and Roman Catholics also were invited 
to join in the interest of maintaining 
freedom of religion. 


48 Pages of Hard-Hitting Bible Truth 
“The most for the money”’ in facts about the times, guid- 
ance, teaching, prophetic illumination. Serves the interest 
of family, teachers, preachers, 12 monthly features and 
departments. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY. In U.S.A. $1.20 a yr. (10c¢ copy) 

Foreign $1.35. Sample free 

Your fellowship in working, praying, giving is invited. 
Gospel and teaching literature supplied free to mission- 
aries, personal workers and prisons as God’s people pro- 
vide. 


Write today for details of this Faith and Non-lrofit work 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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THE PASSING SHOW | 


> ITALY’S new constitution was ratified 
by overwhelming vote last December 22. 
The sore spot in this new charter of 
Italy’s democratic republic is the inclusion 
of the entire Lateran Pacts signed by 
Mussolini and the Vatican in 1929. It 
seems incredible that these should be 
part of any democratic constitution, since 


they contain stipulations entirely incom- ~ 


patible with democratic rights and free- 
doms, especially freedom of religion. 


» GERMANS in the U.S. zone of occupa- 
tion were recently polled on the question 
whether they preferred Nazism to Com- 
munism. They voted ‘an overwhelming 
preference” for Nazism, according to the 
N.Y. ‘Times’ in a dispatch from Berlin 
of last December 22. 

> COLONIZATION of rural America 
with large groups of Roman Catholic DPs 
from Europe was planned at a large gath- 
ering of representatives of Catholic organ- 
izations from all over the country at the 
Hotel Vanderbilt in New York last De- 
cember 11 and 12. A new organization 
called “The National Catholic Resettle- 
ment Council” was formed “to bring about 
legislation in Congress to open the door to 
a substantial number of displaced persons,” 
according to the N.Y. Times of December 
13. Sparsely populated Protestant States 
like the Dakotas will get many Catholic 
DPs. 


» THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS of Ru- 
mania protested in person recently to 
Premier Groza against the arrests of Fas- 
cists. When they had finished, according to 
the N. Y. Times of last December 3, quot- 
ing M. Vasile Luca, Rumanian Minister of 
Finance, “Groza asked those present if they 
had protested when Rumanian Leftist lead- 
ers were arrested by former regimes and 
held for years in prison. The high church 
dignitaries looked at one another, but did 
not find a word to say.” 
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> ‘THE AMERICAN MERCURY’ for Jay 
uary 1948 reports the following ant, 
Franco story that is popular in Spain: 

Franco, his wife and daughter wep 
flying over Extremadura. Noticing th 
poverty of the land, Franco said he wou 
throw 10 pesetas out of the window an 
make a family happy. His wife said: “Why 
not throw out 20 pesetas and make ty 
families happy?” 

“Throw out 100 pesetas and make 1 
families happy!’’ the daughter urged. 

At this point, the pilot joined in: “Why 
don’t you throw yourself out of the win 
dow and make everybody happy!” 


® THERE ARE 1,049 Roman Catholk 
hospitals in the U.S., staffed by 22,00 
nuns and brothers, 160,000 professiong 
and non-professional lay workers, and 
40,000 medical doctors. 


» THE BRITISH House of-Commons hw 
now 17 Roman Catholic members. Lates 
addition, according to the Catholic ‘Reg 
ister’ ,of last December 21, is Jesuit 
trained John Wheatley, Lord Advocat 
for Scotland. 


> PRESIDENT PERON has put Argen 
tina’s six great universities in a strait jacket. 
As of January 1 of this year, he personal 
will appoint the head of each university 
and pass on all faculty appointments. Sing 
Perén’s regime is backed by the pope and 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, it is not sur 
prising that education in Argentina is now 
being conducted along Roman Catholic 
lines. The N. Y. Times of last Decembe 
23 was courageous enough to say editorially 
that the purpose of Perén’s educational 
decrees is “to eradicate all thought that is 
not subservient to the will of those i 
power.” 


» THE MOVIE ‘Black Narcissus,’ a story 
of convent life which was banned com 
pletely by the Catholic Church last At 
gust, has now been laundered to suit the 
Catholic censors and placed in the cate 
gory A2, “unobjectionable for adults.” 
The film’s producers now feel safe in tf 
leasing it for wide distribution through 
out the country, according to the N.Y. 
‘Times’ of last November 24. 
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» THE VATICAN’S newspaper Osserva- 
tore Romano hinted last December 16 that 
the last hope for peace, after the failure of 
the Big Four in London, is the intervention 
of Pope Pius XII. The opposition of Rus- 
sia’s rulers, the paper said, makes papal 
mediation doubtful and war between the 
western powers and the Soviet Union in- 
evitable. 


p> SIX MILLION Mexicans still cannot 
read or write, despite laudable efforts by 
the Government ever since education was 
taken out of the hands of the Church. 
More than 350,000 adults have learned to 
read and write during the third year of 
the Government's anti-illiteracy drive, ac- 
cording to the N.Y. ‘Times’ of last De- 
cember 17. This brings to 1,100,000 the 
aumber of persons rescued from illiteracy 
in three years, the report adds. 


>» THE TWO CARDINALS of the Catho- 
lic Church in Poland, Cardinal Hlond and 
Cardinal Sapieha, were accused before a 
military tribunal in Warsaw last Decem- 
ber 6 of being implicated in underground 
activities against the Government, accord- 
ing to a dispatch from Warsaw to the N.Y. 
‘Times.’ 


> STRANGE TO SAY, despite these two 
cardinals’ opposition to the Polish gov- 
ernment, official government censorship 
refused to allow the Polish press to pub- 
lish this damaging news item about the 
two cardinals. This was revealed in the 
N.Y. ‘Times’ of December 30. 


» YUGOSLAVIA sentenced five more 
Catholic priests to prison last December 22 
for spying and operating an unlicensed 
tadio station in their monastery of St. An- 
ton, mear Pola. According to the N. Y. 
Times of December 23, all five priests con- 
tessed they had operated the radio station 
“on orders from the Vatican and particu- 


larly from Bishop [Raffaele Mario} Rado- 
shi in Italy,” 


> WALTER WINCHELL put in a plug 
for Monsignor Sheen’s latest book in his 


column in the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ of last De- 
cember 2. 
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> AT THE final meeting of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action in Kansas City 
last December 29, the following resolution 
was voted: “We request the Department of 
Justice to conduct an investigation to deter- 


mine whether or not agents of a foreign. 


power, namely, the Vatican State, are vio- 
lating the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
(F.A.R.A.).” It was also voted as follows: 
“We ask the withdrawal of the present 
personal representative to the Vatican now 
holding the rank of Ambassador.” 


> BECAUSE of its three articles on the 
Catholic Church’s teaching about medicine, 
sex and education, The Nation was banned 
from the high schools in Newark, New 
Jersey, last January 9. Paul Blanshard, the 
author of these critical articles, challenged 
this action, and according to the N. Y. 
Times of January 10, declared that ‘‘Free- 
dom is meaningless if any church is allowed 
to exclude from discussion important social 
and economic policies. My criticisms of the 
church hierarchy were entirely in the field 
of medicine, science and education, and as 
such they were entitled to a place in any 
school library.” 


®» IN TRENTON also, Paul Loser, super- 
intendent of schools, ordered the articles 
clipped from ‘The Nation’ before it was 
placed in the school libraries. According 
to the N.Y. ‘Herald Tribune’ of Jan. 14, 
Mr. Loser described the articles as “not 
desirable for seventeen-year-olds.” 


» CARDINAL DOUGHERTY, Archbish- 
op of Philadelphia, will deliver the opening 
invocation at the Democratic National Con- 
vention next July, according to the Catholic 
Register. Senator J. Howard McGrath, 
chairman of the Democratic National com- 
mittee stated: “I know that his presence 
will remind us all that we must always keep 
Spiritual values uppermost as we strive to 
solve the material problems that beset the 
nation and the world teday. We are fortu- 
nate to be thus honored by a great spiritual 
leader.” 
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THE CONVERSION OF A 
FAMOUS JESUIT 


SOME JESUITS have become & 

priests but not many have beg 
converted in the true evangelical sense 
Count von Hoensbroeck was a Ger 
man Jesuit and wrote his experiencs 


‘in his famous book Fourteen Years A 


Jesuit. Dr. E. Boyd Barrett, an Irish 
Jesuit priest for twenty years, left the 
order here in the United States and 
created quite a stir by his many book 
on the Catholic Church. Neither of 
these, however, testified to a spiritual 
conversion or publicly espoused the 
cause of Protestant Christianity. 


Worthy of note is the famow 
Italian Jesuit George Bartoli who left 
the priesthood in 1907, was fully con 
verted to Evangelical Christianity and 
joined the small and despised sect of 
the Waldensians. After his conver 
sion, which caused a great sensation 
throughout the world, he became 1 
friend of Father O’Connor, the found 
er of Christ’s Mission, and visited New 
York where he delivered many inspit 
ing messages at Christ’s Mission’ 
meetings at 331 West 57th Street. 


Dr. Bartoli was a Jesuit for twenty 
seven years. He was a very learned man 
and was a professor in many Jesu 
colleges in Europe and Asia. By a mit 
acle of God’s grace he was led to 
break with the Jesuit order and the 
priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church and to devote the remaining § 
years of his life to the preaching of the 
true message of Christianity as a hum 
ble Waldensian minister. 

For those who doubt that such 4 
miracle of grace is possible, we pub 
lish the following brief account o 
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Dr. Bartoli’s conversion in his own 
words. It was originally published in 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGa- 
ane for January, 1909, when Father 
O'Connor was still its editor: 


“Until eighteen months ago I was a 
member of the Society of Jesus, which I 
left of my own accord, because my re- 
ligious opinions and doctrines no longer 
agreed with those held sacred by that 
Society. 

As long as I remained in the Society of 
Jesus my superiors never complained of 
me for reasons other than those connect- 
ed with differences in doctrine. On this 
point I can appeal to all the Jesuits who 
have known me. 


I served the Society of Jesus for twen- 
ty-seven years with the utmost fidelity, 
obedience and self-sacrifice. I taught sci- 
ence, literature, and languages in several 
colleges of the Society, both at home and 
abroad, that is, in Europe and Asia. I 
have preached the Word of God in dif- 
ferent countries and languages, and for 
five years I was a writer on the staff of 
the Jesuit magazine, La Civilta Cattolica, 
which is published in Rome under the 
eye of the pope and in the interest of 
the Papacy. These things being so, why 
have I left the Society of Jesus, and rebel- 
led against the Church of Rome? 


The history of these last years of my 
life was narrated in a letter which I ad- 
dressed to the Italian newspaper, I/ Cor- 
riere della Sera. 

Surely no sensible man will wonder at 
the resolution I then took. I was still 
young, healthy, vigorous, endowed, more- 
over, with an intense desire to study, to 
preach, to write, to employ myself in the 
service of my fellow men. I found my- 
self reduced to impotence, by a false and 
thsurd religious system, condemned to 
the most abject slavery, the slavery of my 
mind and soul, and doomed to a sure, 
though slow, destruction of my own per- 
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CONVERTED JESUIT PRIEST, 
REV. GIORGIO BARTOLI 


sonality. At one stroke I broke off the 
chains of my slavery, and entered into 
the liberty of the children of God. What 
man of sense, I repeat, can wonder at 
my rebellion? 

I should like, however, to make three 
statements here. 

The first is this. Although during my 
last years as a priest, my mind and soul 
turned to a purer, more spiritual and 
evangelical conception of Christianity, 
yet in public I never preached any but 
Roman Catholic doctrines. As to this I 
possess the written testimony of my su- 
periors. I acted this way because I think 


. it highly immoral and dishonest for a 


clergyman to preach doctrines which are 
not those of his Church while he is its 
paid minister. For the last three years I 
ceased to preach on certain points of 
Roman doctrine in which I no longer 
believed, but I boldly affirm that neve 
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for a moment did I betray either my con- 
science or the Roman Church. . 


In the second place I maintain that I 
should never have had the courage to set 
myself in open opposition to the Church 
of Rome had I not been driven to it by 
the persecution to which I was subject- 
ed for three years. My old friends de- 
plore my secession from the Church. But 
they have only to thank for it that body 
of ignorant and fanatical priests and 
monks in whose hands the direction of 
the Roman Church lies today. By forcing 
me to believe and to preach all sorts of 
superstitions and errors they caused me 
first to doubt, and then to disbelieve, 
dogmas and points of Roman doctrine 
which to me were once true, sacred, in- 
fallible, divine. 


Prayerful study convinced me that the 
doctrine: which the Church of Rome 
serves up to her priests and faithful 
members is not the theology of the 
Bible or of the primitive Christian 
Church, but an artificial system, based 
partly on Holy Scripture, partly on Aris- 
totelian philosophy, and partly also on 
apocryphal texts, legends of doubtful 
authority, wilful alterations and interpo- 
lations of ancient canons, and on super- 
stitions and relics of old heathenism. 


Amid all my trials I never doubted the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. 
What drove me from Rome was not her 
Christianity, but her paganism; not the 
Bible preserved by her, but the arbitrary 
interpretations of it which she imposes 
on her membership; not the good that is 
in her, but the evils of degeneration, of 
superstition, of idolatry, which her priests 
are required by her not only to accept and 
to practice, but to defend with scholastic 
sophistries and Aristotelian subtleties. 


Had I listened to the world or to the 
voice of the flesh, I should not have left 
the Society of Jesus, much less the 
Church. I had nothing to gain, but every- 


thing to lose by the change. Italy is th 
happy land of compromises and of pea 
at all costs. Moreover, it is quite fashion 
able there openly to disagree with the x 
ligious creed of the Church and at { 
same time to profess oneself a good anj 
obedient Catholic. I could not do so. 

‘ could not preach doctrines which I dij 
not believe; teach, as divinely revealed 
dogmas which I knew to be human ip 
ventions; or defend customs, rites, ang 
usages which I held to be superstition 
Finally, I could not accept the claims @ 
the Papacy, which my studies had show 
me to be unscriptural and maintained @ 
opposition to half the world. My dat 
to God and my conscience was clear:} 
protested against the Roman Church and 
left her fold.” 


None of us converted priests now 
at Christ’s Mission had even begup 
our studies for the priesthood whe 
Dr. Bartoli left it. Some here were not 
even born then. Yet to us, as to him 
and countless other priests during th 
centuries since Martin Luther’s time 
has come the same enlightenment, the 
same joyous discovery, the same gif 
of salvation through the all-saving 
grace of our crucified Saviour. 


May this same gift come to mamy 


‘more still in the Roman Catholk 


priesthood or yet to enter it. And ma 
they, too, pick up that torch of faith 
and show the way to others who sit is 
darkness and in the shadow of death 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A 
SAMPLE OF THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE TO TEN 
OF YOUR FRIENDS AND 
ACQUAINTANCES 
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SPREADING THE BIBLE IN IRELAND 


By Rev. FreD Gipson, D.D. 
(Sec. Irish Mission, Belfast) 


[During L. H. Lehmann’s visit to Belfast last year, he was pleased to receive 
the following factual report of the increasing spread of the Bible in his native 
leland from Rev. Dr. Fred Gibson of the Irish Mission.] 


ees the past four centuries 
never have the Evangelical 
Churches in Ireland been faced by so 
grave a situation and never was the 
work of the Irish Mission so urgent- 
ly needed than at the present time. 


In Southern Ireland Protestantism 
is being slowly but surely eliminated. 
There are now wide areas where our 
churches have been closed, and where 
the Roman Catholic population is 
practically untouched by the few 
dwindling congregations that remain. 
Our ministers, while faithfully min- 
istering to their own members, cannot 
expediently attempt aggressive evan- 
gelism amongst those by whom they 
tte surrounded. 


In Northern Ireland there has been 
aslight but almost continuous decline 
in the Presbyterian population, and 
Protestantism has tended to be cen- 
tralized in and around Belfast, within 
aradius of 30 miles in the counties of 
Antrim, Down and North Armagh. 
In the western parts of the six coun- 
ties, the Roman Catholics are steadily 
increasing, largely owing to the high- 
et birth-rate, and outnumber all the 
other denominations taken together. 


Our one aim is to make the Scrip- 
tures accessible to everyone and to 
daim for the Bible its rightful place 
in the life of the Irish people. 


In seeking faithfully to fulfill this 
primary missionary obligation in Ire- 
land, we naturally find ourselves con- 
fronted by the Church of Rome with 
its antagonism to the free distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures without notes. 
In spite of the Encyclical of the pres- 
ent pope issued in 1944, in which he 
encourages the people to possess and 
read the Scriptures, and the recent 
publication of Monsignor Knox's 
translation of the New Testament 
from the Vulgate, nevertheless the 
priests in Ireland, with very few ex- 
ceptions, have continued to denounce 
those who are endeavoring to circu- 
late the Scriptures, and demand that 
those who have purchased them shall 
either destroy them or deliver them to 
their parish priest. 


Yet we are happy to be able to re- 
port that in spite of a tightening hos- 
tility on the part of the Church of 
Rome to the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, at no time in the history of Ire- 
land are the people more accessible to 
Evangelical influences, more ready to 
purchase the Scriptures, or more anx- 
ious to know what they contain and 
wherein their religion differs from 
that of the Protestant Churches. 


During the past 10 years, through 
our mission alone, over half a million 
Scriptures in whole or part have been 
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purchased by Roman Catholics. Last 
year our twelve colporteurs made 44, 
847 visits to Roman Catholic homes 
in which 47,000 Scriptures were sold. 
These visits in innumerable cases led 
to religious conversations with, in 
many instances, very definite spiritual 
results. 


In the past the greatest obstacle to 
colportage work in Ireland has been 
that the religion of Roman Catholic- 
ism was so systematically and thor- 
oughly ingrained into the people from 
their earliest childhood, that it was a 
part of their very life, and nothing 
contrary to what they had been taught 
could be true or right. They might 
cease to respect the individual priest 
but they still were unwavering in their 
loyalty to the teaching of their Church 
as learned in their Catechism. Today 
the difficulty of the colporteur is not 
the opposition of the people to the 
Protestant religion but their growing 
indifference to religion altogether. 
While they continue to attend mass, 
they have no longer any vital interest 
in religion itself. The widespread spir- 
it of materialism, the mad craze for 
pleasure, especially dancing, dog-rac- 
ing and the cinema, have taken the 
edge off that innate religiousness 
which has been so characteristic of 
the Irish people. Yet, many of the 
people, satiated with worldly pleas- 
ures, are failing to find real satisfac- 
tion in them, and are seeking for 
something which their own Church 
with its Bibleless teaching fails to 
give. 


One of the most encouraging fea- 
tures of the work during the year has 
been that in certain districts where, in 
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the past, colportage has been mg 
difficult, suddenly and unexpected 
our colporteurs have found the peopl 
eager to buy the Scriptures and willis 
to converse on the subject of religia 
In one district in the west after th 
greatest difficulty in securing lod 
ings, and in face of the bitter oppow 
tion of the priests, two of our agent 
in three months sold 6,000 Scriptures 
and in a district in a southern counl 
which the colporteur had, two yeas 
ago, to leave untouched, in 6 weeks 
he sold 2,000 Scriptures. These att 
only indicative of a new attitude 
the part of people generally. This re 
markable change is attributed by the 
colporteurs very largely to the retum 
of tens of thousands of young peopl 
who have spent several years at wa 
work in England, Scotland and North 
ern Ireland. Freed from the enthrall 
ing influence of the priest, they hav 
learned to think for themselves, and 
have formed new ideas of England 
and of religion. These young people 
have created a new atmosphere i 
their homes where the colporteur 
welcome and his books eagerly pur 
chased. 








































Probably the most gratifying and 
surprising feature of the year has bea 
the access which our colporteurs have 
had to the better educated classes who 
have shown a remarkable readiness to 
purchase the Scriptures and to discus 
religious matters. This awakened it 
terest has probably been aroused 
listening to broadcasts from England 
by the recent Encyclical of the Pop 
and by Monsignor Knox’s translation 
of the New Testament. Remembering 
that the Reformation had its origit 
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largely in the Renaissance amongst 
the intellectual classes, we are encour- 
aged to go forward in this aspect of 


igg our work, believing that the power of 


God’s Word is equally able to capti- 
yate the mind. and heart of the most 
intellectual in Ireland as well as the 


sAtumblest and most ignorant. 


Bose OB 
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TOO MANY CATHOLIC 
FILMS 


THE FOLLOWING timely protest 
was sent by one of our readers to 
films, Inc.’ but without any satisfac- 
tory results: 

“Films Incorporated 

330 West 42nd Street 

New York 19, New York 


Gentlemen : 


I have carefully gone through your 1947- 
1948 school list catalog which you sent to 
me and noted with particular interest the 
section on religious subjects. 


Ten films were listed. Six were strictly 
Roman Catholic in conception. Two of 
them dealt with the superstition connected 
with the shrine of Our Lady of Guadaloupe. 
To justify this offering to the public schools, 
the catalog advertisement reads that the re- 
ported miracle is being investigated by the 
hierarchy. As though that means anything 
since the hierarchy is simply the top auth- 
ority in the Roman Catholic Church and 
therefore anything but an unprejudiced, 
non-sectarian group. 

Only four of the ten films were non- 
sectarian and therefore fit for showing to 
mixed religious groups such as public school 
children. It hardly seems fair that you 
should offer to the schools of a country, 
which is predominantly Protestant, a set of 
films, which is predominantly Roman Cath- 
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clic. Since Protestants far outnumber Ro- 
man Catholics in this country, the least you 
could do—to be just in the matter—would 
be to offer predominantly non-sectarian 
films. There are plenty such available as a 
perusal of the Religious Film Association’s 
catalog of films reveals. Thete is no justi- 
fication for following the mistake of Holly- 
wood producers in regard to films of a re- 


ligious nature. 


I make this protest, confident that it will 
be worthwhile, because I have the hope and 
trust that Films Incorporated will wish to 
follow the Christian ideal of placing service 
above profit. 


Respectfully yours, 


William H. Swarbrick, Pastor, 
Mt. Moriah United Lutheran Church, 
Anna, II.” 


~~ 


IS THIS TRUE? 


F PROTESTANT PREACHERS 

in the United States, Dr. Alec 
Vidler, Anglican Churchman visiting 
here says, according to Time maga- 
zine of last January 5: 


“Your preachers are still advocating 
justification by good works of one kind 
or another (maybe very orthodox or very 
‘Catholic’ good works): they are not 
proclaiming the Gospel cf salvation by 
faith in Jesus Christ . . . You are still 
preaching the Law, and a pretty easy- 
going or romantic Law at that.” 


Among Protestants in England, on 
the other hand, Dr. Vidler says: 


“While our churches are metaphoric- 
ally if not literally falling into ruin, the 
disturbing and restoring presence of the 
living God is becoming an experienced 
reality.” 
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God Warned Us Long Ago 


About The Papal Antichrist 


The Reformers ACTED!—They taught this 
truth and a strong Protestantism resulted. But 
that was yesterday. Our concern—YOURS—is 
pons oe problem which gave birth to THE 

A 


THE GNAT (non-sectarian quarterly) seeks to 
revive the prophetic PRINCIPLES of the Re- 
formers and to expose Jesuit errors which all 
but killed them. 

A GNAT axiom is that Protestantism rises or 
falls in direct proportion to its witness against 
Rome, and today’s expiring PROTEST will revive 
completely only when the “SURE WORD” of de- 
Jesuitized PROPHECY becomes popular. 

Join THE GNAT group today and awaken! 
Order of Eric C. Peters, R. D. Box 112, Black- 
wood, J. $1.00 a year. 


WRITE FOR A 


FREE SAMPLE COPY 
of The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal, 


A Presbyterian Semi-monthly mag- 
azine devoted to the statement, de- 
fense and propagation of the Gospel, 
the faith which was once for all de- 
livered unto the saints. 

Address: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


POLITICAL ROMANISM 
IN CANADA 
To keep informed of the world-wide 


activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church: 


You should read — 


PROTESTANT ACTION 


A Militant, Independent, Protestant 
and Patriotic Monthly 


$1.00 a year Samples on request 


124 Main Street, Toronto 18, Canada 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.”” Eph. 2:8, 9 
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GIFT SUBSCRIPTION APPRECIATE 


“SOME ONE subscribed for THE C 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE for 
and made me acquainted with this r 
needed Magazine. Your article in the 
cember, 1947, issue of ‘Saved—Or 
Fit to be Saved’ is surely a call not 
for Catholics but Protestants to ex 
afresh the basis of the Gospel and 
Pillars of the Reformation.” 


—A Reader, Philadelpbi 


~oo- 


THE DIFFERENCE 


The world says, WORK your waj 
By giving all a life; 
But says the Word of God, 
Salvation is a GIFT. (Rom. 6 
On this foundation, deeds 
Receive their full reward. (1 
3:8) . 
The promise is fulfilled 
At the coming of the Lord. (2 
6:10; Rev, 22:12) 


“A lovely life will win,” 
But swift the Bible saith, 
Salvation’s NOT your deeds ( 
3:6) 
But wholly Jesus’ death. (1 
6:20; 1 Pet. 1:19) 

The world says you must add 
To God’s abounding grace. 
His Word must be your guide 

2:8 
If you would see His face. 


—Olive Muir B 


CHRIST’S MISSION MEE 
from now until the end of June 
be held at National Bible Insti 
340 West 55th Street, New 
City, each Sunday afternoon at 
P.M. 
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The Work of Christ's Mission 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York City 
in 1879 by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, a former Roman Catholic 
priest. Having come to the know- 
ledge of true Christian teaching, 
he determined to make it known 
to his former Catholic brethren. 
A special feature of his Mission 
has been to help other priests to 
follow his example and to enable 
_ them to find positions in life 
after resigning from the Roman 
priesthood. In the more than 
[sixty years of its existence, 
Christ’s Mission has aided a 
large number of former Catho- 
» lie priests in this way. 
Its articles of incorporation 
| state that Christ’s Mission was 
founded for the purpose of mu- 
} tual improvement of religious 
"knowledge and for the further- 
-ance of religious opinion. It 


therefore maintains its platform 
in the heart of New York City as 
an open forum for the discussion 
of the vital differences between 
the religious and cultural values 
of Reformation teaching and 
those of Roman Catholicism. 

It also seeks to enlighten non- 
Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi- 
ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis- 
tinguishes . between (1) the 
Roman Curia, (2) the hierarchy, 
and (3) the Catholic laity. It 
does not assail individuals, but 
speaks plainly about the aims 
and workings of Roman Ecclesi- 
asticism, of which they all form 
a part. Nor does it connect any 
considerable percentages of the 
laity with. the political schemes 
of either the Vatican or the hier- 
archy. 


CHRIST’S MISSION — Form of Bequest 


be 


>I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


"New York, the sum of $ 


purposes of said Mission. 


to be applied to the uses and 


| YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
INVITED — 


TT ee 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 


PCHRIST’S MISSION . 


\ 


756 Seventh Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 





Highly Recommended 


L. H. Lehmann’s New Book 


OUT OF THE 
LABYRIN 


DR. HARRY A. IRONSIDE (Pastor M 
Memorial Church) says of it: 

“Every Protestant minister should have a 
of this book and read it carefully; in fact, alf 
have anything to do with the training of o 
such as Bible class teachers and youth le 


should read this book and keep it within 
reach.” 


ERNEST GORDON (of the ‘Sunday S 
Times’): 
“A wise book and a kindly one. It will 2 


pel or anger Catholics, but draw them t 
uplifted Christ.” 


FORBES H. BROWN (Oakland, Calif.) : “There has been nothing like it since F 
Chiniquy’s ‘Fifty Years in the Church of Rome.’ 


SO. PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL: “Anyone desiring to combat the errors of R 


Catholicism should read this:hook, not only for the facts presented, but also fé 
strategy.” 


aaron BAPTIST: “A most excellent book for pastors, teachers, church lib 
. If necessary, sell your shoes and buy it.” 


ORDER YOUR copy Now: Price $3.00 
Agora Publishing Co., Dept. H, 120 Liberty St., New York 6, 


Authentic Real Life Stories 
Of Former Priests and Nuns 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by L. H. THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN 4 


Lehmann. The Life Story of the THE CONFESSIONAL, by Fathi 
Editor of The Converted Catholic 


Magazine. Cloth Bound $2.00 Chiniquy; (New Edition)....6% 
Special a covered edi- 
tion ........ $1. THE MONK WHO LIVED AG 
FORGOTTEN WOMEN — IN CON- Life story of Dr. Walter M. 


VENTS by HELEN CONROY (Sis- tano, former Dominican priest 
ter Mary Ethel). A first-hand ac- 
count of Convent Life 


UNDER ORDERS, by William L. 
Sullivan; a penetrating autobiog- FROM PRIEST TO RADIO GOS 


raphy of a famous ex-priest of the MINISTER — Life story of 
Paulist Order $2. Aldama, former priest 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. B 
120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 





